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Overview

The S60 platform is a purpose-built platform for smartphones on Symbian OS. It is currently one of the
leading mobile platforms in the world. The S60 platform is a complete smartphone reference design,
developed by Nokia Mobile Software, and is currently being licensed by several of the worlds key mobile
device manufacturers

The S60 platform guarantees to developers that specific elements will be present in every device based on a
particular platform edition and feature pack. It does this using the architecture shown in Figure 1, which
consists of the S60 UI style, S60 Applications, S60 Application Services, S60 Java? Technology Services,
S60 Platform Services, and Symbian OS Extensions built on top of Symbian OS.

Figure 1. A schematic diagram of the S60 platform architecture is shown.

S60 features

High resolution screen (>176x208) with high color depth (>16bit)• 
Advanced smartphone features, that makes s60 more similiar to a computer• 
Integrated device manager applications (PIM Personal Information Manager, Phone Browser, etc.) to
start immediately to work

• 

Powerful Multi-Media tools• 
Basic phone features enhanced to a new dimension• 
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Development Environments

Carbide.c++ v2.0• 
Command line tools• 

UI

Various resolutions, sizes, color depths and shapes (Avkon libraries)• 

S60 Editions

S60 1st Edition (Version 0.9) - Symbian 6.1• 
S60 1st Edition, Feature Pack 1 (Version 1.2) - Symbian 6.1• 
S60 2nd Edition (Version 2.0) - Symbian 7.0s• 
S60 2nd Edition, Feature Pack 1 (Version 2.1) - Symbian 7.0s• 
S60 2nd Edition, Feature Pack 2 (Version 2.6) - Symbian 8.0a• 
S60 2nd Edition, Feature Pack 3 (Version 2.8) - Symbian 8.1a• 
S60 3rd Edition (Version 3.0) - Symbian 9.1• 
S60 3rd Edition, Feature Pack 1 (Version 3.1) - Symbian 9.2• 
S60 3rd Edition, Feature Pack 2 (Version 3.2) - Symbian 9.x==Compatibility==• 
1st & 2nd edition compatible with *.sis applications• 
3rd edition compatible with *.sisx (and certified *.sis) applications• 

Source

S60 Platform Introductory Guide v.1.3

External Links

S60 on Forum Nokia• 
S60.com• 

Internal Links

Differences between S60 2nd and 3rd Edition• 
S60 phones• 
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http://www.forum.nokia.com/info/sw.nokia.com/id/142de041-f839-4759-bf5b-dabdd9976d90/S60_Platform_Introductory_Guide_v1_3_en.pdf.html
http://www.forum.nokia.com/main/platforms/s60/index.html
http://www.s60.com
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